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Nachum Rabinovitch: Halachik View of the Non-Jew, Tradition

The Ger Toshav, like the fugitive slave, is entitled to more than just admission to the country. To both
applies the mandate of the Torah: “He shall dwell with you, in the midst of you, in the place which he
shall shoose within one of your gates, as it pleases him; you shall not vex him.”

The Rabbis explain in the Sifri: “in the place that he shall choose” — where his livelihood is to be found;
“in one of your gates” — he is not to be set wandering from place to place.” The residents of the town



may not complain that he is competing with them in order to force him to move on. On the contrary
they are obligated to sustain him. This law applies only under the ideal conditions of Jewish
independent statehood. “A ger toshav is only accepted when the Yovel is in operation.” However, at
any time any one who keeps the seven commandments may not be excluded dwelling in the land.”
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Ramban forumulate the laws in the following manner: “We are commanded to sustain a Ger Toshav, to
save him from harm (if he is drowning or if a ruin fell on him, we must try with all our power to save
him). And if he is sick, we must treat him. ... This is for them ‘saving’ a life which suspends the Shabbat.”
Supplement to the Mandatory Commandments 16.



